
Second European Biomethan Conference has taken place in Berlin 

On 20 June 2016 the second European Biomethane Conference had been organized by the German 

Energy Agency dena. The conference was well attended (about 130 participants) and covered a wide 

range of topics relevant in the biomethane sector. Representatives from the German Federal 

Ministries for Economy and Environment as well as representatives from energy and biogas 

operations, biogas associations, consulting agencies, certification organisations and research centres 

helped to get an extensive overview of the current developments, challenges and expected changes 

in this sector. 

Moreover, the conference was used as frame for the settlement of a significant cooperation 

agreement: the German dena and the Austrian AGCS Gas Clearing& Settlement AG, both being the 

respective national registries for biogas and biomethan signed a cooperation, which is aiming to 

facilitate the bilateral exchange of data (regarding mass balancing) and enable these two countries to 

start a cross border trade with biomethane. This action is seen as an important first step into the 

direction of creating a European biomethane market. 

The conference started with an informative contribution by Mrs. Dorothee Mühl from the German 

Ministry for Economy and Energy, who explained the recent changes in the German Renewable 

Energy Act. The new regulations reduce the support of bioenergy and limit the further expansion of 

the sector by introducing a tender system and by determining an annual limit for additional (biogas-

based) electrical capacity (2017 – 2019: 150 MW/ a; 2020 – 2022: 200 MW/ a). Existing plants have 

to participate in the tender as well to receive further financial support. Small plants with an installed 

capacity of up to 150 kW are excluded from the tendering procedure. 

Nevertheless, Mrs. Mühl highlighted the ambitious targets of the German government regarding the 

share of renewable energy in the electricity consumption (80 % in 2050). The main (general) 

challenges in the further development of this sector are seen in the increase of efficiency in the 

energy generation – and with it a cost reduction-, the public acceptance and the grid expansion. 

Afterwards, two parallel sessions on the topics “Forerunner countries in Europe” and “Biomethane 

innovations” were offered. The first named session included reports from Germany, Great Britain, 

the Neterhlands and Sweden. During the “Innovation” session, the Power-to-Gas (PtG) concept in 

combination with biomethane production was introduced. The PtG technology can help to store 

excess energy by using the electricity to generate hydrogen. Since bigger quantities of hydrogen 

cannot be safely stored either, the aim is to convert the gas into methane, which can be fed into the 

grid. Researcher of the Fraunhofer Institute IWES found in that context, that the combination of PtG 

with a biogas upgrading plant is quite beneficial, since the CO2 that is getting produced in the biogas 

process can be used for the methanation of the hydrogen and the already existing access to the grid 

can then be used to feed in the newly produced biomethane. Other topics in this session included 

the liquefaction of Biomethane to Bio LNG and the comparison of different upgrading technology. 

The following session focused on “Trade, certification systems and documentation”. In this context, 

the importance and the associated challenges of the harmonization of biomethane sustainability 

standards and mass balancing systems were pointed out. Furthermore, two certification systems 

were introduced – an internationally recognized one, ISCC, and a voluntary national (Swiss) one, 

Naturemade Star. 



The conference was closed with an active and interesting panel discussion with international 

representatives from politics and industry (consumer as well as supplier of biomethane and grid 

operators). This allowed a comprehensive and well balanced view on the current and coming 

challenges of the biomethane market. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dena and AGCS Austria agree on initial cooperation between national biogas registers/Industry 

meeting strengthens exchange over innovation, trade and legal frameworks 

Germany and Austria are strengthening their cooperation for a common European biomethane 

market. During the second European Biomethane Conference in Berlin, the Deutsche Energie-

Agentur (dena), German Energy Agency, and Austria’s AGCS, Gas Clearing & Settlement AG, signed a 

cooperative agreement for the exchange of information on biomethane verification. 

The central themes of the conference were innovative technologies, cross-border trade, and legal 

frameworks for alternative fuels in Europe. dena was the organiser, and the main sponsor was the 

biomethane supplier bmp greengas. Among the speakers were representatives from the federal 

ministries of economic affairs and the environment, as well as from energy and biogas companies, 

commercial vehicle manufacturers, certification organisations and research institutes. 

‘Biomethane is an important component in European energy transition,’ said dena’s Managing 

Director, Kristina Haverkamp, at the opening of the conference. ‘Only by working together can we 

realise its great potential.’ That’s why we’re so pleased about our cooperation with Austria. It’s the 

first step on the road to an EU internal market for biomethane, and can serve as a model for 

cooperation in the future. Both sides will benefit from a common biomethane market – producers 

and retailers through new sales channels, and the end consumer through greater supply.’ 

Josef Holzer, Chairman of AGCS said, ‘While biogas is an important component of electricity 

generation from renewable sources, the trade in biomethane is still in the development phase. The 



establishment of the Austrian Biomethane Register to keep track of the quantities of biomethane 

stored in the natural gas network, and its subsequent conversion into electricity, was based on the 

German model; so we’re delighted with our successful partnership with dena in this project. 

Cooperation between the existing registers can improve liquidity in the market significantly.’ 

German–Austrian cooperation: important step towards a European biomethane market 

At this stage, the development of a common European biomethane market is only just beginning. 

Indeed, biogas is already being processed into biomethane in 14 European countries and stored in 

the existing natural gas networks. However, complex legal issues and organisational processes are 

standing in the way of cross-border trade in biomethane. 

For example, each country has its own rules governing how the origin of biomethane must be 

verified. For Germany, dena has developed a biogas register for the verification of biomethane; AGCS 

is maintaining a similar biogas register for Austria. An international verification procedure for 

biomethane has so far been difficult to achieve, as the respective biogas registers are not 

coordinated with each other. In order to promote trade in biomethane Europe-wide, individual 

countries must work more closely together and agree on a standard for the guarantees of origin. The 

German–Austrian cooperative agreement has created a first interface for that purpose. 

With projects such as the Biogas Register (www.biogasregister.de), the Biogas Partnership 

(www.biogaspartner.de) and GreenGasGrids (www.greengasgrids.eu) dena has been supporting the 

biomethane industry in the development of the German and European markets since 2008. 

Biomethane: almost CO2 neutral and versatile to use 

Biomethane is a biogas that is upgraded to natural gas quality. It is almost CO2 neutral. Biomethane 

is produced from organic materials such as renewable raw materials or waste. Its benefit lies in its 

wide range of possible uses. Besides generating renewable electricity and renewable heat, it can also 

be used as a biofuel for vehicles or as a raw material for the production of chemical products. 

Chemically, there is no difference between biomethane and natural gas. So it can be mixed in any 

proportions and injected into existing gas networks. 

Further information on biomethane can be found at www.biogaspartner.de/biomethan 
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