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Currently the total biogas production in Europe corresponds to about 14 billion m3 in 

natural gas equivalent. By 2030, 18-20 billion m3 of biomethane could be produced in 

Europe, corresponding to about 3% of the natural gas consumption of the European Union. 

Biomethane production will reach substantially different levels in each European country 

due to differing national conditions. Consumption, on the other hand, will be determined 

by the political and economic environment. Very likely, the level of consumption will differ 

from the production capacity within national borders. 

The development of a cross-border trading system for biomethane would provide a 

solution for addressing this discrepancy between national supply and demand, similar to 

the cross-border trading system for renewable electricity.  

Existing and potential feedstock suppliers 

www.biosurf.eu 



BIOSURF (BIOmethane as SUstainable and Renewable Fuel) aims to increase the production and use of 

biomethane (from animal waste, other waste materials and sustainable biomass), for grid injection and as 

transport fuel by removing non-technical barriers and by paving the way towards a European biomethane 

market.  

 National/domestic biomethane 

registries 
These registries fulfil very important functions as they 

provide transparency and trust in the marketplace and 

support market transactions along the chain. The 

establishment of such registries will enable the market to 

become smooth and efficient. 

 Cooperation among the national 

biomethane registries 
Cooperation and coordination is needed to create the 

necessary framework conditions for the transfer of 

information. It will be the first important step toward 

creating the conditions for a free cross-border 

biomethane trade in Europe. 

 European mass balancing system for 

biomethane 
Mass balance is an important factor in registering 

quantities of biomethane. A crucial prerequisite for 

eliminating the hurdles on the way to free biomethane 

trade is to recognise the European natural gas network as 

one single balance-circle. 

 Free market biomethane trade 
The intrinsic value of biomethane can be represented by 

tradable certificates, which should help match 

PILLARS  

biomethane production with the market prices accepted 

by customers and users.  

 Sustainable raw material supply 
BIOSURF will involve experts in agriculture, environmental 

protection and anaerobic digestion in order to build 

consensus and produce guidelines for the sustainable 

supply of raw materials for biomethane. 

 Methodology for entitlement to CO2 

certificates 
In order to prepare for participation in the trade of GHG 

emission avoidance certificates, the biomethane industry 

needs to have a comprehensive, professional 

methodology that reflects the specific features of the 

biogas/biomethane industry. 

 Regional specificities 
BIOSURF will focus on regional specificities to create  

“model” areas for a common biomethane market, which 

will be further developed and then replicated around 

Europe. 

 Networking and cooperation 
Each project country and their biogas associations will 

involve additional national and local stakeholders to 

exploit and promote the results of BIOSURF.  

 Transferability of results beyond the 

of BIOSURF 
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